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Lesson 56    God’s Word Will Come To Pass (1 Samuel 31:1) 
- As we draw to the close of the Book of 1 Samuel, we have learned so many lessons. Here in the first verse of 

the last chapter, let’s consider:  

 
1st Point  Samuel’s Prophecy Is Fulfilled (1 Samuel 31:1) 

- We read 1 Samuel 31:1. If we go back and read 1 Samuel 28:19, we see that the prophet Samuel 

prophesied that the Philistines would defeat Israel 

- Also, in Samuel’s prophecy was that Saul and his sons would be killed. We see the fulfillment of this in 

              1 Samuel 31:2. Three of his four sons were killed. 

- Note, Saul fled, but he didn’t escape. There’s no escape from the truth of God’s Word. 
- Consider what the Lord Jesus said in John 8:24 

 
2nd Point   The Request Of A Dying King (1 Samuel 31:2-4) 

- Fearing that he might be found by the Philistines and tortured to death, Saul asked his armor bearer to kill him. 

- The armor bearer refused to obey the order of his king. 

- There are a few lessons we learn from this incident.  
- * Will there come a time when we must refuse to obey a leader or family member?  
- * Job refused to do what his wife asked him to do (Job 2:9) 

- * I find it interesting that Pilate should have obeyed his wife (Matthew 27:19)  

 

3rd Point  The Bad Examples Of A Leader (1 Samuel 31:5) 
- Here we have more bad examples that a leader sets for their followers 

- Saul committed suicide; his armor bearer commits suicide (1 Samuel 31:5) 

- Saul fled (1 Samuel 31:2); Saul’s army fled (1 Samuel 31:7) they abandoned their cities and fled 

to the wilderness. 

- They lost their leader; They lost their land. 
- WOW! What bad leadership causes. But, I love what the scripture teaches us in Romans 5:20  

- Saints, we see what sin has done and is doing; but do we see what grace has done and is doing? 

- Yes my brothers and sisters; …the wages of sin is death, BUT the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23)  
 

4th Point   The Consequences Of Sin Will Come Pass (1 Samuel 31:7-10) 

- King Saul asked his armor bearer to commit the sin of murder. 

- Even if his armor bearer had obeyed those orders, that still wouldn’t have stopped the consequences. 

- The solution for sin can and never will be another act of sin! 

- The Philistines eventually came on the bodies of Saul and his three sons. 

o They decapitated King Saul’s body 

o They displayed King Saul’s armor in the temple of the goddess Ashtoreth 

o They impaled his body on the city wall of Beth Shan. 

o And, let’s you and I see the significance of what they are doing here. 

o This place where they impaled King Saul’s body was a prominent city on the Eastern slopes of 

 Mount Gilboa  




